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From 1940 to 1957, the teen birth rate increased 78 percent to arecord high. The birth rate dropped
fairly steadily from the end of the 1950s through the mid-1980s, but then increased 24 percent between 1986 and
1991. Between 1991 and 2003, the teen birth rate decreased 32.5 percent to arecord low of 41.7in 2003. The
chart and table in this document reflect births per 1,000 teen girls aged 15-19 in the United States and are the

most recent national data available. (*Birthrates for 2003 are preliminary.)

120

O FrTrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr T TrTrTTrTTr I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T I T T T I T T T T T

1940 1961 1982 2003

1940 | 541 | 1951 | 876 | 1962 | 814 | 1973 | 593 | 1984 | 50.6 | 1995 56

1941 | 569 | 1952 | 86.1 | 1963 | 76.7 | 1974 | 575 | 1985 51 1996 | 535

1942 | 611 | 1953 | 882 | 1964 | 731 | 1975 | 556 | 1986 | 50.2 | 1997 | 51.3

1943 | 61.7 | 1954 | 906 | 1965 | 705 | 1976 | 52.8 | 1987 | 50.6 | 1998 | 50.3

1944 | 543 | 1955 | 903 | 1966 | 70.3 | 1977 | 52.8 | 1988 53 1999 | 4838

1945 | 511 | 1956 | 946 | 1967 | 675 | 1978 | 515 | 1989 | 57.3 | 2000 | 47.7

1946 | 593 | 1957 | 963 | 1968 | 65.6 | 1979 | 523 | 1990 | 599 | 2001 | 453

1947 | 793 | 1958 | 914 | 1969 | 65.5 | 1980 53 1991 | 61.8 | 2002 | 429

1948 | 818 | 1959 | 904 | 1970 | 68.3 | 1981 | 522 | 1992 | 60.3 | 2003 | 41.7*

1949 | 834 | 1960 | 891 | 1971 | 645 | 1982 | 524 | 1993 59

1950 | 816 | 1961 | 886 | 1972 | 61.7 | 1983 | 514 | 1994 | 58.2

Sources:  Martin, JA., Park, M.M., & Sutton, P.D. (2002). Births: Preliminary Data for 2001. National Vital Satistics Reports 50(10).
Hamilton, B.E., Martin, JA., & Sutton, P.D. (2003). Births: Preliminary Data for 2002. National Vital Statistics Reports 51(11).
Hamilton, B.E., Sutton, P.D., & Ventura, S.J. (2003). Revised Birth and Fertility Rates for the 1990s and New Rates for Hispanic Populations, 2000
and 2001: United States. National Vital Satistics Reports 51(12).
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